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“Learn the miles well before it
bresk them.”

This staterment it emphatically endorsed
by the young Dedhi based architect Manish
Gulati, who by dehpang corventions is
actually redefining them, Manish who is
the founding principal at Manifestation

of Fluid Architecture (M:OFA) strongly
sdwocates that srchitecture it like an
organism which evolwes and groes with
tirmse and henoe the design should never
b static or restrictive

In the serven years since its mception,
M:OFA has successiully graduated fram
designing houwses to now executing
large sealp inlemationsl stadiums. The
firm"s work generates from an intense
stimulation invigorated by lite itself.
Each project undertaken by the firm
goes through exhawstive research and
imteractions to eventually derive intuitive
inscis Manmish bedioves that & sustainable
idenlogy can never be an isclated entity
and should Be a part of an all-inchutnee
process of design

MEOFA brings together seemingly diveroed
phalosophees and yet mansges to create
imtegrated indigenous designs; shellar
exarmples being an apartment in Moida
with furturistic leamings and a cohesive
approach for the [TM Schoal of Business in
Gwvalior which account for some of their

recBRrt works.

my space
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When did you realise architecture was
your true calling?

| wears ahways good with fine arts. My
childhaad is dotted with days filled

with painting, arts and crafts, soap
canang, model making, and clay cities
during festivals, Intuitieely | vwas already
an this path, it came together to me

a5 a realisation in high schoal having
undersiond what architects actually do.

1 kniew then that thig is what | want 1o do.

Dezgign is never ever
static and yes from the
drawing board to

execution mulliple
changes happen for
multitude
of reasons.

You believe that design concepts are
static but when they transiate inte built
farms they adapt and grow just like an
organism. Could yeu elabarate on

that idea?

Wihen we design a concept, it is intended
to be contextual, adapt & respend to
time yet it remadins relatively static in
comparisan to nature which is vast and
unpredectalle, Time adds its cvwn variables
of pressures, usage and change. 5o we
by 1 leave certadn things incomplete,
wa have to leave those gaps for growth,
change and adaptabilite We have fo
leave those breathing spaces whech bets a
bulding grow onganically over time and
changes the building as well.

Tell us something about the project you
designed that finally led to the brand
‘MOFA. .

M-OFA hat been 8 joumey, a jourmey
thrgugh time, clients , concepts,
realizations and projects. It's been a
jorney of learning and expenence. Each
project thaped us, each client taught us
So M:OFA is as much our journey as it is af
all those who Tormed, touched or played
a part on the way. This intentions and
assmilation i M:OFA.

& great amount of research and
thought goes into your design
concepts. Does it go through major
madiflcations whan they actually
get buile?

Design is never ever static and yes from
the drawing Board to smcution multipls
changes happen for multitude of reasons.
W alm for perfection in gur concepts
and drawings 5o that the changes ane as
minimal as possible on site. Every ling has
a reason to be and connects many other
dependent Bnes, functions, services and
structures. While adhering 1o the principal
concept. minor changes on site due 1o Site
conditions and ease al consinuclion ane
taken into account and carried

ot accordingly.
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K-OFA is a multi-disciplinary firm

that dabbles in varied design fields
which reguire equally diverse design
approaches. How do you keep a check
on technical and creativite aspects
without getting carried away?

& good strong concept s a pre-requisite
for any project being done by MOFA. We
are hene o do just that. Having said that,
the single rule in the office that we follaw
s Brilllamt concepts need even mone
beilliant working.

Your recent work includes a couple of
apart complexes 1o - and we know
speorts architecture is not given much
importance in India. Hew difficult |s
it working on such projects when you
encounter fgidity and indifference
from the authorities?

in a country whene sports is Synonymous
witth and restricted to Cricket, we ang
fortunate o narrate a different stonge

In the past 7-3 years {0eng sports
architecturs, we have Come Soross

some brilliant sports players, coaches
and administrators,

W woere glad to have an audience

with Pulbels Goplchand, Saina Mefisal,
nansher Singh, Adhiraj Singh and Dr
Mutthaiya whose commitment, excellence
and zeal towmards their sport were the
guidirg factors for ws while designing the
infrastructure. We designed for grassroots
fo intemnational match playing conditions

The departrment of sponts we dealt with
were wery much in sync with spons
coaching, players and facilities across
the world. Contemporary Indian meosnes
rmadie on sports, our recent Olympic and
other wins have definitely changed the
mindsets of peaple, players as well as
administratoryipoliticians.
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Howe has participating in compeatitions
helped youwr practice?

Competitions makes us sharper

W relied heavily on gur oam work which
mizans reinventing and consiant leaming
to keep abreast. Our strendgths and
wieaknesses bath come to the foré and we
constanthy work towards becoming better,
It's taught us te deal wath bath falunes
and success in a balanced manner. We
never take any of our projects and works
for granted, Each body of work gots our

undraded atténtnon.

Do you believe the scale of a project

is detrirmental bo creathvity? What are
the creative difficulties working on, for
instance, & township as opposed to a
small residence’

There are many mone vanabled to deal
with when the scale is larger. You arg
then not dealing with an indssdual but
dessgning for a society



It requires mare research, more in depth
study of varisbles and conditions and a
lot of number crunching but by the end
each scale has its own fun has as much
creativity to offer

We see progressive architecture
practiced across the globe... when do
you think India will achiewe similar
dasign maturity? Are we anpwhene
mear it?

Every piece of Architecture is practiced

the way it is because™of atontext or an
abzence of one. India too has had maturity
for years and there are culstanding works
of Indian Architects for all to see.

Apart from that, besng technobogically
farerard and informed does ot mean
necessarily being against naturg,
Technology can support natune and nature
adapts 1o technology. Some of the most
brilliant and cuistanding architectural
works acrods the warld had a balanoe

of both.

On a lighter note, any "must hawves'
when you sit at your drawing board?

The chent nesds 1o also have a sonse of
clarity and exposure fo be able to get that
guality fram not just the niche architects
but from the rest as well.

Sustainable architecture is a erucial

consideration that needs to be I"di_ﬂ too has had
incorporated in all our future maturity for years and
construction endeavours. there are outstanding

How can we bring about a perfect
synthesis between "gut-of-the-bax’
il sustainable architecturs?

waorks of Indian
architects for all to see,

Sustainability too is an out-of-the-box
thinking. I think seeing them as twa
sides of the same coin brings in a kot of
symthesis as it is.

My two cups full of coffes and sharpened
peeriels.

Which technology'gadget do you think
holds the potential to change the
furture?

The Smart phone: the way we acoess,
combine and synchronise data, news,
images. 1's changing the way cur brain
pefceives, stores, procesies and functions
infarmation.

2 contacti@mafastudio.com
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